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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

KADUNA STATE UNIVERSITY

CALL FOR PAPERS

URBANISATION IN NIGERIA IN THE 20th AND 21st CENTURIES: CONTINUITY AND CHANGE

Though a universal phenomenon of considerable antiquity, urbanization in Nigeria has since the 20th and 21st centuries been in the increase. Beyond being the process by which human beings congregate in relatively large number at one particular environment of the earth’s surface, urbanization goes with politico-economic as well as socio-spatial, demographic and cultural mutations.
At the beginning of the 20th century and especially in the colonies, there was the expectation that cities in the colonies would emerge in the caricature of Western industrial metropolis or at least a different synthesis would emerge out of the pre-colonial city processes. One purpose of urbanization during the colonial period was the perception that Africans were generally discreet, separated, fragmented, self-contained and governed by native rationality, which should be unified as colonized ‘citizens’ sharing common colonial rationality or the other essentials in fashioning the new form of power that colonialism represented.
While the colonial regimes invented a new urbaneness signified by the GRA’s (Government Reserved Areas) as well-planned, low density, elite-based and restricted residential areas kept in the tradition of the Garden City concept common in Europe then, since independence however, there has been a phenomenal growth in the ghetto and semi-ghetto settlements within the Nigerian cities we also refer to as the GRA’s (Government Rejected Areas). Consequently, today, urbanization raises the question of governance, infrastructure, identity and citizenship as well as our socio-cultural complexities.
The main objectives of the Book Project are to address not exclusively the following: 
 Assess the dramatic rise in Nigerian cities and why
Examine the patterns of colonial and post-colonial urban development
The challenges facing Nigerian urban settlements
 Critical analysis of the concept of Master Plan in Urban development

Interrogate urbanization and identity as well as the citizen question 

The role of governments in the emerging urban phenomenon

 Reappraise the social problems/challenges of urbanization in Nigeria in the 21st     

     Century.
All these therefore generally raise the question of continuity and change in the history of urbanization in Nigeria.

Scholars are hereby invited to first submit an abstract and then the papers to be included as chapters in the above multi-disciplinary book project. Contributions should demonstrate evidence of new researches and trans-disciplinary utility of their submissions so that on the whole, the entire project will not only show the harmony of inter-disciplinarity but also interrogate and articulate thematic historical, economic, sociological, political and geographical issues in understanding the urban phenomenon in Nigeria over time.

Possible paper topics may thus be organised along the following themes:
=Theoretical Issues
=Emerging issues in colonial urban policies
=States creation and urban development
=Urbanisation and the citizenship question

=Urbanisation and the Minorities
=Urbanisation and industrialization

=The question of Master Plan

=Globalisation and the mega-city phenomenon

=Inter-group relations and identity mutations
=Urbanisation and the Campuses
=The security question of cities

=Governance and the challenges of urban infrastructure

=A Comparison of Military and Civilian regimes in urban Development
=Problems associated with urbanization
SUBMISSION: All submissions be sent electronically to abashafa@yahoo.com . Author(s) should indicate their names, rank, institution(s), areas of academic specialty, personal e-mail address. Multi-authorship/inter-disciplinary research is highly encouraged. The American Psychological Association (APA) using the author’s surname, year and page number (where necessary) incorporated in the text and given in parenthesis is the only acceptable reference style.

DEADLINE:
ABSTRACT: 30th August, 2009

FULL PAPERS: 13th November, 2009
EXPECTED DATE OF THE BOOK: March/April 2010.
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